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Action “The Big Shed People” are a third-generation 
family business that specialises in quality, heavy-duty 
farm sheds.

With Action you have the reassurance of quality and a 
guarantee of an asset that will stand the test of time.

Hay sheds are the most premium and reliable way to 
store hay on-farm; whether your hay is for the export 
market, for local resale or to feed your stock.

Given that a hay shed is an asset that has the 
potential for considerable return on investment, it’s 
no surprise that careful planning and design is a must.

Our hay shed guide will help make sure your shed is 
a tailored solution and not ‘just a shed.’
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Another satisfied Action client

“The entire process from start to finish was seamless 
and we are completely happy with our shed.”
Peter K.

64m x 36m x 9m hay shed during construction

Some of the Action team All steelwork is manufactured in our factory

1800 68 78 88

tel:1800687888
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Hay needs to be stored properly to prevent weather 
damage and lower the risk of spontaneous combustion. 
Proper hay storage also maintains the quality of the 
hay, increases the sale value of the hay, and allows 
you to keep quality hay stored and ready to respond to 
the market.

To get the most out of your hay, store your hay in a 
dedicated, well-ventilated hay shed. Our standard size 
sheds have been extensively researched and designed 
specifically for the agricultural industry and include a 
range of cost-effective sizes.

There are a number of things to consider to make sure 
your hay is safely and securely stored:

• Stack hay bales to allow good airflow to prevent
moisture build up.

• Monitor hay for heating and mould – remove any
mouldy bales from the stack.

• Store hay by itself (no pesticides, chemicals, fuels or
machinery) to help safeguard it from contamination
and fire.

• Make sure stack heights are stable and have clear
signage alerting people to any danger such as
falling bales.

• Ensure your hay shed is fitted with the required fire
extinguishers and signage and nearby water tanks

actionsteel.com.au

270m x 27m x 9m hay shed with capacity to store approx. 17,000 bales, Warracknabeal VIC

https://www.actionsteel.com.au/

https://www.actionsteel.com.au/
https://www.actionsteel.com.au/


3|materials

Gilmac’s hay storage and processing facility, St Arnaud VIC

Another satisfied Action client

“Very happy with the prompt initial contact, 
the quality of the product and the erectors.”
Evan M.

1800 68 78 88

Hot-Dip Galvanising

Stored hay can create a corrosive environment, 
especially when hay collects around the base of a 
column and it creates a moisture trap. This is where 
hot-dip galvanising plays an important part in providing 
the ultimate protection for your shed.

Hot-dip galvanising is the process of coating iron or 
steel with a layer of zinc. The metal is immersed into a 
bath of molten zinc at temperatures of 445°C to 465°C.

All Action sheds are made from heavy UB (H- Iron) 
columns and open web trusses that are fully hot-dip 
galvanised after manufacture.

Cladding Options

The two standard cladding profiles for your shed are 
corrugated iron ‘corri’ or Trimclad® (both options are 
100% Australian-made).

Traditional corri is often chosen to match in with 
existing buildings but the modern appearance of 
Trimclad® makes it the more popular option.

You also have the choice of either Zincalume® or 
Colorbond® cladding.

Zincalume® is more cost-effective than Colorbond®, 
but Colorbond® can help add more feature to your 
shed if your budget allows.

Corrugated Profile

Trimclad® Profile

FAQ Should I choose Colorbond® 
or Zinc for my shed? 

FAQ Should I choose Trimclad® 
or Corri for my shed?

https://www.actionsteel.com.au/latest-news/the-ultimate-guide-corri-or-trimclad/

https://www.actionsteel.com.au/latest-news/the-ultimate-guide-colorbond-or-zinc/
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Hay Bumps

If you are concerned about protecting the 
rear wall of your hay shed from falling bales, 
we recommend installing hay bumps. 

There are two options for hay bumps - either 
vertical top-hat steel sections fastened to the 
purlins, or horizontal wire rope cable:

• The top-hat steel sections are installed 2 per bale
(6 per bay for standard 8-metre bay spacings).

• The wire rope option is installed with 1 cable per
bale height horizontally.

• Both options are easy to install and are a
cost-effective way of protecting the rear wall.

While not a requirement, hay bumps can prove 
beneficial in high turnover/high activity sheds and 
are a good safety measure for inexperienced 
staff/operators. 

4|components

Custom Gutter System

Action’s custom guttering is a 200mm (wide) 
x 160mm (deep) custom rolled gutter, which is 
supported by heavy duty hot dipped 
galvanised brackets. At either end of this 
gutter (on the corner of your shed) will be a 
rainhead sump which the water runs into. 
The water then exits out of the bottom of this 
sump through a large PVC stormwater pipe. 

Using this guttering system totally eliminates 
the chance of the downpipes being damaged 
by machinery, as downpipes are only required 
at each end of the shed (not down the face of 
each column).

actionsteel.com.au

Learn about our 
custom gutter system

Learn more about our 
hay bump systems
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Another satisfied Action client

“Great to deal with; a professional team 
and a fantastic service.”
Murray H.

1800 68 78 88

Location: Willaura, VIC
Build date: March 2019
Bale capacity: 6000 bales

Location: Crymelon, VIC
Build date: October 2020
Bay spacing: 9 metres
Bale capacity: 8000 bales
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Girder trusses provide 16 metre bay spacings allowing 
6 big square bales to be stacked between each column.

Every Action Steel shed includes fully-hot 
dip galvanised columns and trusses.

Bay spacings of 
9 metres make 
loading and 
unloading hay 
safer and easier. 
Space around 
the bales 
ensures there is 
adequate air 
movement.

The Action Custom Gutter system eliminates 
the need for downpipes down the face of 
columns reducing the risk of damaged pipes.

126m x 27m x 9m

64m x 36m x 9m

tel:1800687888


Can I claim my hay shed as 
a tax deduction?

The short answer is; yes, provided certain 
requirements are met. A tax write-off incentive 
introduced as part of the government’s drought 
assistance program means that a primary producer 
can instantly write-off the full amount of a fodder 
storage asset i.e. a hay shed. Speak to your accountant 
to find out if you can take advantage of this incentive.

What bay spacing is best 
for my shed?

Generally, a bay spacing between 8m and 8.5m is the 
most cost-effective and practical for hay sheds.

How do I determine what the most cost-effective 
size will be for my new hay shed?

This will depend on the number and size of the bales 
you intend to store. Speak with one of Action’s 
Building Consultants, and they will look at as many 
size options as they can to ensure that you are getting 
the best possible value.

How long does hot dip 
galvanising last for?

According to the American Galvanizers Association, 
in a rural environment, steel with an average of 
3.0 mil (0.003 inches) of zinc coating will not need 
maintenance for 100 years! In an industrial 
environment, they suggest over 70 years.

If I scratch the hot dip galvanised coating, 
will the exposed steel rust? 

No. One of the ways that zinc coating protects steel 
is through cathodic protection. When the coating is 
damaged the zinc gives up electrons to protect the 
steel, providing a sacrificial coating. So, if there is 
zinc on the surface, the steel will be protected.

What fire requirements will there be 
for my new hay shed?

The fire requirements for hay sheds will depend on the 
overall floor area of your shed. Generally, for a shed of 
up to 2,000m2 in floor area, all that will be required is 
one fire extinguisher for every 500m2 of floor area.

Any shed of over 2,000m2 in size will require a water 
storage tank of 144,000L capacity (fitted with a CFA 
outlet) or a dam/bore/river within 60m of the shed site.

Will I need council approval 
for my hay shed?

All hay sheds are subject to some sort of approval. 
There are two main types of permits for farm sheds; 
a planning permit and a building permit.

A building permit is required for almost every farm 
shed in Victoria, and the permit must be approved 
before any works commence on site.

If there are certain overlays on the property or if 
the shed doesn’t meet specific setbacks, a planning 
permit maybe required.

Being qualified Registered Builders, Action can look 
after the whole permit process for you.
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Three 64m x 24m x 7.5m hay sheds, Powlett Plains VIC

actionsteel.com.au

Specialists in hay sheds, dairies, 
grain sheds, machinery sheds, shearing 

sheds, workshops & yard covers.
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All material © Action Steel Pty Ltd

Open Front 72m x 27m x 7.5m

Open Front 56m x 24m x 7.5m

Roof Only 40m x 18m x 6.75m

Open Front 60m x 24m x 7m

Two Sided 68m x 24m x 7.5m with 6m canopy

Two Sided 32m x 21m x 6m

Some common sizes and configurations

ASK US FOR A
QUICK QUOTE

• Spans from 12m to 60m
• Fully hot-dipped galvanised

columns and trusses
• More standard sizing and options available

Phone 1800 68 78 88
sales@actionsteel.com.au  
www.actionsteel.com.au
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