
HAY SHED  
GUIDE
Cost-effective hay shed sizes and spans  designed  
specifically for the agricultural industry.
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Action Steel is a third-generation family business that 
specialises in building heavy-duty farm sheds across 
Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia.

Hay sheds are the most reliable way to store hay; 
whether your hay is for the export market, for local 
resale or to feed your stock.

Our hay sheds are fully hot-dip galvanised and 
designed specifically for safe and cost-effective hay 
storage. These standard hay shed designs and sizes 
can be easily customised with large bay spacings, 
canopies, custom gutter systems and more.

This hay shed guide is the perfect starting point to 
help you with your hay storage shed plans, and our 
building consultants are always happy to discuss 
options and ideas.

< A 64m x 36m x 9m shed  
during construction.
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Hay needs to be stored properly to prevent 
weather damage and lower the risk of spontaneous 
combustion. Proper hay storage also maintains the 
quality of the hay, increases the sale value of the hay, 
and allows you to keep quality hay stored and ready to 
respond to the market.

To get the most out of your hay, store your hay in a 
dedicated, well-ventilated hay shed. Our standard size 
sheds have been extensively researched and designed 
specifically for the agricultural industry and include a 
range of cost-effective sizes.

There are a number of things to consider to make sure 
your hay is safely and securely stored:

• Stack hay bales to allow good airflow to prevent 
moisture build up.

• Monitor hay for heating and mould – remove any 
mouldy bales from the stack.

• Store hay by itself (no pesticides, chemicals, 
fuels or machinery) to help safeguard it from 
contamination and fire. 

• Make sure stack heights are stable and have clear 
signage alerting people to any danger such as 
 falling bales.

• Ensure your hay shed is fitted with the required fire 
extinguishers and signage and nearby water tanks.

PROPER HAY STORAGE

Learn more about this project.

<

 A 270m x 27m x 9m hay shed 
with capacity to store approx. 
17,000 bales, Warracknabeal VIC.
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HOT-DIP GALVANISING

Stored hay can create a corrosive environment, 
especially when hay collects around the base of a 
column and it creates a moisture trap. This is where 
hot-dip galvanising plays an important part in 
providing the ultimate protection for your shed.

Hot-dip galvanising is the process of coating iron or 
steel with a layer of zinc. The metal is immersed into a 
bath of molten zinc at temperatures of 445°C to 465°C.

All Action sheds are made from heavy UB (H-Iron) 
columns and open web trusses that are fully hot-dip 
galvanised after manufacture.

CLADDING OPTIONS

The two standard cladding profiles for your shed are 
corrugated iron ‘corri’ or Trimclad® (both options are 
100% Australian-made).

Traditional corri is often chosen to match in with 
existing buildings but the modern appearance of 
Trimclad® makes it the more popular option.

You also have the choice of either Zincalume® or 
Colorbond® cladding. Zincalume® is more cost-
effective than Colorbond®,  but Colorbond® can help 
add more feature to your shed if your budget allows.

< Gilmac’s hay storage  
and processing facility,  
St Arnaud VIC.

MATERIALS

Corrugated Profile

Trimclad® Profile

Should I choose Trimclad or  
corrugated iron for my shed?
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HAY BUMPS

If you are concerned about protecting the  rear wall 
of your hay shed from falling bales,  we recommend 
installing hay bumps. 

There are two options for hay bumps – either  vertical 
top-hat steel sections fastened to the  purlins, or 
horizontal wire rope cable.

While not a requirement, hay bumps can prove 
beneficial in high turnover/high activity sheds  
and  are a good safety measure for inexperienced 
staff/operators.

CANTILEVERED CANOPIES

Cantilevered canopies are becoming a popular 
addition to hay shed projects.

Canopies are a cost-effective way to get extra 
coverage and protection for your hay – and can also 
be used as an extra storage area if necessary. Another 
benefit of a canopy is that trucks can be loaded or 
unloaded undercover and out of the weather.

If you aren’t sure if you would find a canopy beneficial, 
provision for adding a canopy in the future can made 
when manufacturing your shed. 

COMPONENTS

CUSTOM GUTTER SYSTEM

The Action custom gutter system 
uses a 200mm x 160mm rolled 
gutter which is supported by heavy 
duty hot dip galvanised brackets. 
Using this guttering system means 
downpipes are only required at the 
end of the cover, not down the face 
of each column.

Learn about our  hay bumps systems. Learn about our cantilevered canopies.

Learn about our   
custom gutter system.
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Location:  Merriwagga NSW
Build date:  December 2020
Bay spacing:  8.5 metres
Bale capacit y :  1,800 bales

CASE STUDIES

Location:   Glenthompson VIC
Build date:   December 2019
Bay spacing:  8 metres
Bale capacit y :   1,008 bales

8 metre bay spacings make loading   
and unloading easier and are a  cost-
effective option for hay storage.

< 32m x 24m x 7.5m

< 32m x 18m x 6m

Learn more about this project.

Learn  
more.
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FAQ

HOW DO I DETERMINE WHAT THE MOST  
COST-EFFECTIVE SIZE WILL BE FOR MY NEW  
HAY SHED?

This will depend on the number and size of the 
bales you intend to store. Speak with one of Action’s 
Building Consultants, and they will look at as many 
 size options as they can to ensure that you are getting 
the best possible value.

HOW LONG DOES HOT DIP GALVANISING  
LAST FOR?

According to the American Galvanizers Association, 
 in a rural environment, steel with an average 
of  3.0 mil (0.003 inches) of zinc coating will not 
need maintenance for 100 years! In an industrial 
environment, they suggest over 70 years.

IF I SCRATCH THE HOT DIP GALVANISED 
COATING,  WILL THE EXPOSED STEEL RUST? 

No. One of the ways that zinc coating protects steel 
 is through cathodic protection. When the coating is 
damaged the zinc gives up electrons to protect the 
steel, providing a sacrificial coating. So, if there is  zinc 
on the surface, the steel will be protected.

CAN I CLAIM MY HAY SHED AS  
A TAX DEDUCTION?

The short answer is; yes, provided certain 
requirements are met. A tax write-off incentive 
introduced as part of the government’s drought 
assistance program means that a primary producer 
can instantly write-off the full amount of a fodder 
storage asset i.e. a hay shed. Speak to your accountant 
to find out if you can take advantage  of this incentive.

< A 60m x 30m x 6m roof-only  
hay shed, Ardlethan NSW.

<

 Three 64m x 24m x 7.5m  
hay sheds, Powlett Plains VIC.
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