
SHEARING  
SHED  GUIDE
Shearing sheds designed to improve  
operator safety and efficiency.
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Action Steel is a third-generation family business that 
designs, builds and constructs farm sheds across 
Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia.

Our shearing sheds are fully hot-dip galvanised 
and designed to prioritise operator safety and 
productivity.

The shearing shed is an important part of Australian 
sheep farming and a new shearing shed needs careful 
planning in the design stage to make sure it works for 
your farming operation.

Our shearing shed guide is the perfect starting point 
for your planning process and our building consultants 
are more than happy to help you through each stage 
of your project.

< A 64m x 36m x 9m shed  
during construction.
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We pay close attention to the running of your 
operation to make sure your shearing shed fits in and 
works with your yards and any existing buildings. 
The position of any existing infrastructure and yards 
can help determine  what configuration works best 
for your shed. 

The best size for your shearing shed will depend on the 
 number of sheep moving through the shed at a time 
and the number of shearers and workers at shearing.  

When deciding on the size of the wool room, 
remember that it can make an excellent storage area 
or workshop when you aren’t shearing. 

Our standard size spans start from 12 metres and our 
building consultants would be happy to discuss the 
size and configuration options for your shed.

CONFIGURATION & SIZES

<

 A 46m x 30m x 5m shearing shed  
with an 8-stand curved board fit out 
and existing undercover yards.

<

 A 18m x 21m x 4.2m shearing shed 
and yard cover, Amphitheatre VIC.
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A well-designed shearing shed will prioritise operator 
safety and operator efficiency. 

Lighting, ventilation and the flow of the sheep through 
the shed are things that need to be considered in the 
design stage. 

• Sky lighting in the walls and/or roof take full 
advantage  of the available natural light. Artificial 
lighting, such as hi-bay lights, are generally 
also required.

• There are several options for ventilation including 
wall and/or ridge vents. Partial cladding of walls is 
also a common option.

• Minimising the grating area by putting a roof over 
external yards can help reduce costs.

• The Action team share plans with the yard and fit-out   
designers to ensure the sheep flow smoothly through 
the shed and the set-up is ergonomic for workers. 

• The board design that works best for you will often 
come down to your personal preference or the 
preference of your shearing team. 

• As well as being a cost-effective alternative to 
grating, a yard cover helps improve conditions for 
both workers and livestock and ensures shearing is 
not held up by inclement weather. 

DESIGN

<

 An 18m x 24m shearing shed and  
24m x 36m yard cover, Edenhope VIC.

The sawtooth board design minimises shearers  
turning while dragging sheep and provides good 
accessibility for the rouseabouts.

Find out if your shearing shed is  
designed for worker safety.
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HOT-DIP GALVANISING

All Action sheds are made from Australian steel with 
heavy UB (H-iron) columns and open web trusses 
that are fully hot dip galvanised after manufacture, 
providing the ultimate corrosion protection.

Hot dip galvanising is the process of coating iron or 
steel with a layer of zinc. The metal is immersed  into a 
bath of molten zinc at temperatures of 445°C  to 465°C.

CLADDING OPTIONS

The two standard cladding profiles for your shed are 
corrugated iron ‘corri’ or Trimclad® – both options 
 are 100% Australian-made. Traditional corri is often 
chosen to match in with existing buildings but the 
modern appearance of Trimclad® makes it the more 
popular option. 

You also have the choice of either Zincalume® or 
Colorbond® cladding. Zincalume is the more popular 
and cost-effective option.

< A shearing complex for  
the University of Ballarat.

MATERIALS

Corrugated Profile

Trimclad® Profile

Should I choose Trimclad or  
corrugated iron for my shed?
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CASE STUDIES

Location:   Caramut VIC
Project :   A 27m x 15m x 4.2m shearing shed
Build date:   August 2019

Location:   Salt Creek Pastoral, Woorndoo VIC
Project :   A 30m x 28m x 4.8m shearing shed  
  with 34.5m x 28m x 4.2m covered yards
Fit-out and  
yard supplier :   ProWay Livestock Equipment

Learn more about this project.

Learn more about installing  
skylights in your shed.

Covered yards keep sheep dry ahead of shearing and  allow 
yard work to be completed rain, hail or shine.

Semi-opaque sky lighting in the side wall takes advantage 
of the available natural light without the direct heat.
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FAQ

DO YOU SUPPLY OR DESIGN THE INTERNAL  
FIT OUT?

No, but we work in with reputable livestock handling 
companies who will be able to design a fit out to 
work with our sheds. We share drawings so that all 
measurements are correct and you can be assured of 
a seamless and efficient build.

WHAT SIZE WOOL ROOM DO I NEED?

The wool room needs to be big enough to allow 
work to be completed safely and without collisions 
with machinery. We generally recommend including 
a generous sized wool room in your shearing shed 
project as it can become a multipurpose space 
when you aren’t shearing – using the wool room for 
machinery storage is a popular option.

WHAT VENTILATION OPTIONS WORK BEST?

There are two main ventilation options used on 
shearing sheds; wall vents and ridge vents. Wall  vents 
are shutters which are installed on the walls  of your 
shed which can be opened to increase airflow through 
your shed. Ridge vents allow the hot air to  rise out 
through the ridge of the shed.

Leaving sections of cladding off below the grating  on 
your shed can also assist with airflow and temperature 
control in the shed.

WHAT RESTRICTIONS OR REQUIREMENTS 
SHOULD  I BE AWARE OF?

A building permit is required for almost every farm 
shed in Victoria, and the permit must be approved 
before any works commence on site. A planning 
permit will be required if there are certain overlays 
on the property or if the shed doesn’t meet particular 
setbacks. As a qualified Registered Builder, Action  can 
look after the whole permit process for you.

You may also be required to include a toilet in the 
vicinity of the shearing shed.

HOW LONG DOES HOT DIP  GALVANISING  
LAST FOR?

According to the American Galvanizers Association, 
 in a rural environment, steel with an average 
of  3.0 mil (0.003 inches) of zinc coating will not 
need maintenance for 100 years! In an industrial 
environment, they suggest over 70 years.

<

 A 33m x 18m x 4.2m shearing shed 
and yard cover complex, Whirily VIC.
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